
Alphabet Rockers Headlining The 2025 Social Justice Children's Book Fair 

Subtitle: The ninth annual book fair will have more programming, performances, and picture books 
due to partnership with the Bay Area Book Festival! 

 

Oakland, CA November 11, 2025 —This year marks the 

ninth annual Social Justice Children's Book Fair.  The 

popular book fair will be back in Oakland, marking its 

annual return on December 6, 2025, at Emerson 

Elementary School. The 2025 Social Justice Children’s 

Book Fair will  feature over 50 children’s book authors, 

illustrators and literacy organizations for readers of all 

ages. In addition to author readings, there will be 

discussion panels, interactive activities, and musical 

performances arising out of an exciting partnership with 

the Bay Area Book Festival!  

New this year is the inaugural Social Justice Children’s 

Book Fair Award, given to a children’s author whose 

work embodies the Social Justice Children’s Book Fair’s 

mission to support independent creators who conceive, 

develop, distribute, and champion social justice-themed children’s books. The 2025 Award will 

be given to three authors: Mona Damluji  for her book I Want You to Know, Raquel Donoso for 

Viva’s Voice, and Maya Gonzalez for The Gender and Infinity Book for Kids.  The Award includes 

a $500 prize and the purchase and distribution of 1,000 copies of the books to Oakland Public 

Schools by The Conscious Kid. The award ceremony will be on December 5, 2025, 6–8pm, at 

Chapter 510 in Oakland. Both the Social Justice Children’s Book Fair on Saturday, December 6, 

2025 and the Awards Ceremony on Friday, December 5, 2025 are free and open to the public. 

However, advance registration via this link is strongly encouraged.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/bay-area-book-festival-8106813220


There will be musical performances by the Grammy and Emmy-winning multigenerational hip 

hop collective Alphabet Rockers, Juan Castille of Storytime Band, and Aya de León will lead a 

No Kings Line Dance. Panel discussions will cover topics such as Black representation in 

independent publishing, how young people can be stewards of environmental justice, and social 

justice and graphic novels, and showcase authors such as Maggie Tokuda-Hall, Ajuan Mance, 

Brook M. Thompson, and many more. Finally, there will be extensive read aloud programming 

for our youngest readers featuring Angelo Monsalve Restrepo and his puppet, Natasha 

Tripplett, Meredith Steiner, and several other Bay Area authors curated by Storyland 

Collective, and librarians from San Francisco and Oakland Public Libraries. 

The Social Justice Children's Book Fair is committed to creating a space that is inclusive and 

inviting for families, teachers, and book enthusiasts of all ages. Attendees will have the 

opportunity to explore inspiring narratives, interact with local authors, and enjoy music-filled 

performances and activities. 

Robert Liu-Trujillo, a member of the organizing team for the Social Justice Book Fair and 

author/illustrator, believes that "the power of storytelling can help shape the minds of the 

younger generation to understand and champion social justice." Innosanto Nagara, also an 

organizer of the fair and author of A is for Activist, adds, "Through these books, we aim to spark 

conversations about equality and justice." Laura Atkins, is an additional part of the leadership 

team and children's book author and editor, echoes this sentiment, stating that, "We all have 

stories to tell and deserve to give them to the world."  

Join us in this celebration of literature and social justice. For more information about the event, 

visit https://socialjusticechildrensbooks.org. 

The Social Justice Children's Book Fair is a fiscally-sponsored project of the Bay Area Book 

Festival, a California nonprofit corporation and registered 501(c)(3) organization. 

MISSION: Our mission is to promote social justice through the power of children’s books. We 

support independent children’s book creators to conceive, develop, distribute, and champion 

social justice-themed children’s books. We do this through our signature event, the annual 

Social Justice Children’s Book Fair, and other other ongoing projects and initiatives​
​
VISION: We envision a world where children’s book creators have the ability to conceive, 

develop, distribute, and champion a diversity of social justice-centered stories that need to be 

told as they look to reach all children, families, teachers, librarians, and book lovers. 

 

 

https://socialjusticechildrensbooks.org

	Alphabet Rockers Headlining The 2025 Social Justice Children's Book Fair 

